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A licence first issued after 1st January 2004 shall not be issued in respect of 
a vehicle that cannot carry at least four passengers, one of whom shall be 
carried whilst seated in a wheelchair.  
 
The wheelchair must be loaded from the side unless the vehicle is fitted with 
a powered tail-lift.  This section shall not apply to vehicles which were 
licensed on 15th November 2004. 
 
(The following was suspended indefinitely from 10th June 2009) 
With effect from 1st October 2007, any non-wheelchair accessible vehicle 
which is replaced may only be replaced by a wheelchair accessible vehicle 
less than three years old. 

 
2.6      When the Committee originally put in place this condition they were acting on the 

basis of representations from the Spinal Injuries Association, RoSPA and the 
National Taxi Association.  In summary, their objections relate to the necessity of 
bumping up and down the kerb to get to and from the rear of the vehicle, the risk of 
being trapped in the vehicle as a result of a rear end collision, the risk of being 
crushed behind the vehicle if another vehicle runs into the back of the taxi whilst it is 
being loaded, and the additional rank space taken up by the need to deploy a ramp 
at the rear of the vehicle. 

 
2.7 West Sussex County Council, as the Highway Authority, placed a high level kerb at 

the end of the main town centre rank in Chapel Road to facilitate the loading of 
wheelchairs straight into the current side-loading taxis. 

 
2.8     Mr Fenton-Goss is seeking to licence, as a Hackney Carriage, a Peugeot Premier 

Partner van. This vehicle is a purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicle approved 
to European Community Whole Vehicle Type Approval in the M1 category.  A 
passenger in a wheelchair is loaded via a rear access ramp. There is then space for 
two additional seated passengers, plus the driver. 

 
2.9     The type of vehicle Mr Fenton-Goss is proposing offers operators a relatively 

inexpensive wheelchair accessible vehicle that appears well built, uses well proven 
mechanicals and should prove economical to run. However, it has a number of 
characteristics that members might want to consider. It does not have the seating 
capability of four passengers if one of them is seated in a wheelchair. In addition 
luggage space is very limited and may interfere with the passengers. No luggage 
guard is currently available on the market. In addition unless the wheelchair has a 
built in head restraint there is no protection to the wheelchair passenger with regard 
to whiplash injuries in the event of an accident. 

 
2.10 Worthing currently allows rear-entry wheelchair accessible private hire vehicles to 

be licensed but these are pre-booked and are not allowed to ply for hire or use the 
town’s taxi ranks. 

 
2.11 This committee considered this matter in September 2012 and resolved that: 
 

Thelicence conditions regarding the loading of wheelchairs may be removed 
subject to; 
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 A risk assessment being carried out on the taxi ranks within the 
Borough 

 A risk assessment being carried out on vehicles applying to be 
wheelchair accessible. 

 An equalities impact assessment being carried out; 
 

that relevant Officers of the Council carry out the necessary steps and that 
the Risk Assessment and Equality Impact Assessment and be brought back 
to this Committee in 6 months for members’ consideration. 

 
2.12 In light of the committees decision a risk assessment of Worthing’s taxi ranks and 

the suitability of rear access vehicles to use these was commissioned with Lesley 
Dexter, Worthing & Adur Council’s Senior Corporate Safety Officer. A copy is 
provided with appendices at appendix A. 

. 
2.13 Officers requested a formal risk assessment be provided by the Mr Fenton-Goss 

and the suppliers of the Peugeot Premier. They have not supplied a risk 
assessment but have provided type approval certificates for members’ information. 
A copy of the information provided is at appendix B 1-3 

 
2.14 Officers have made enquiries regarding the provision of an Equalities Impact 

Assessment survey. A similar survey is currently being carried out in Northern 
Ireland. Officers have been advised that a budget of approx. £12,000 + VAT will be 
required. A copy of Integrated Transport Planning Ltd.’s estimate is provided at 
appendix C 

 
2.15 Worthing Taxi association have made objection to the licensing of rear loading 

Hackney Carriages. A copy of their representations are provided at appendix D 
 
3.0 Proposals 
 
3.1 As a result of Mr Fenton-Goss’ application members resolved to amend the relevant 

licence conditions for all future rear access wheelchair accessible vehicle  
applications subject to further information being provided to this committee. 

 
3.2 Mr Fenton-Goss was supported in his application by Allied Vehicles, a major 

supplier of Peugeot taxis to the trade. They have not provided a risk assessment 
but they have provided type approval certificates and supporting information. 

 
3.3 A risk assessment regarding Worthing’s taxi ranks and their suitability for use by 

wheelchair accessible vehicles has been provided by the council’s Senior Corporate 
Safety Officer. The report recommends that in the case of Hackney vehicles that are 
adapted for disabled passengers that wheelchair access should be from the side 
rather than the rear of the vehicle. The basis for this conclusion being:- 
 

 To reducevehicle movements and in particular the need to reverse 
vehicles whilst on the taxi ranks to provide additional room for rear 
access taxis. 

 To reduce the amount of time that a taxi driver is working in the road at 
the rear of the vehicle 
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 To reduce the time that a passenger is in the road accessing the 
vehicle. 

 To increase the likelihood of alternative means of escape for 
passengers from a damaged vehicle 

3.5 The Officers of Worthing Taxi Association have written to the Committee requesting 
their original representation be considered and expressing their view that these 
vehicles are unsuitable as Hackney Carriages. 

 
3.6 All parties have been invited to attend this meeting to be allowed to make 

representation or clarify any matters members may need more information on. 
 

4.0      Legal 
 
4.1 Members must consider each licensing issue on its own merits, and in accordance 

with the principles of natural justice, as well as the provisions of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.  All relevant factors must be 
taken into account, and all irrelevant factors must be disregarded. 

 
4.2 In determining all licensing matters, the principles of the Human Rights Act 1998 

must be taken into consideration and the Convention rights of both individuals and 
businesses will be given due weight.  

 
4.3 All matters before Committee must be considered in accordance with the Equality 

Act 2010 and also in accordance with the Council's stated policy on Equalities. 
 
4.4 In accordance with Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 the Council is 

under a duty to exercise its functions with due regard to the likely effect on, and the 
need to do all it reasonably can to prevent, crime and disorder in its areas. Possible 
crime and disorder implications are clearly relevant factors in the consideration of all 
applications.  In giving "due regard" to these possible implications members will 
consider and weigh up all the information available and any representations made. 
Including those from the public and the responsible authorities particularly the 
Police. 

 
4.5 In the case of a refusal to grant a licence an applicant would have a right of appeal 

against the Committee’s decision to the courts which must be exercised within 21 
days of being notified of that decision. 

 
5.0 Financial implications 
 
5.1 There are no direct cost implications arising from this application unless members 

decide that anEqualities Impact Assessment Survey is required. The estimated cost 
currently stands at £12,000 + Vat.  

 
6.0 Options 
 
6.1     Members may resolve to: 
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a) Instruct officers to draft amendments to the hackney carriage licence 
conditions to allow the licensing of approved rear-loading wheelchair 
accessible vehicles. 
 

b) Reiterate the current conditions regarding wheelchair access to hackney 
carriages and refuse to licence rear loading wheelchair accessible vehicles 
as hackney carriages. 
 

c) Defer the decision and instruct officers to commission an Equalities Impact 
Assessment Survey. 

 
Members should note that if amendments to the licensing conditions are required 
officers will explore the issues and best practice and a set of new conditions will be 
referred back to this committee for consideration and approval. 
 

 
7.0 Recommendation 

 
 Members are requested to consider this report and any representations made 

and determine the issue and application. Members are requested to give 
reasons for their decision. 

 
  
 

Paul Spedding 
 

Executive Head of Health, Housing and Community Safety 
 
Local Government Act 1972  
 
Background Papers: 
 
Town Police Clauses Act 1847 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
 
Worthing Borough Council’s Taxi & Private Hire Handbook 
http://www.worthing.gov.uk/worthings-
services/environmentalhealth/licensing/taxilicensing/pdffile,57238,en.pdf 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix A - Risk assessment of Worthing’s taxi ranks 
Appendix B - Type approval certificates& information             
Appendix C - Equalities Impact Assessment Survey Estimate 
Appendix D - Letters from Worthing Taxi Association 
 
Contact Officer: 
 
Simon Jones 
Senior Licensing Officer 
01273 263191or simon.jones@adur-worthing.gov.uk 
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Schedule of other matters 
1.0 Council Priority 

1.1 Licensing of taxi and private hire drivers& vehicles is directly related to public safety issues. 

2.0 Specific Action Plans 
 
2.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
3.0 Sustainability Issues 
 
3.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
4.0 Equality Issues 
 
4.1 Dealt with in the body of the report. 
 
5.0 Community Safety Issues (Section 17) 
 
5.1 The Council is obliged not to issue a Hackney Carriage &Private Hire vehicle licences to any vehicle 

unless the Council is satisfied that that the vehicle is fit for purpose, suitable and safe to hold that 
licence.  Such vehicles convey the fare-paying public and are expected to comply with all legislative 
requirements.   

 
6.0 Human Rights Issues 
 
6.1 All applicants have the right to expect that their application will be properly and fairly considered.  

The public have a right to expect the Council to protect them from unsuitable vehicles being granted 
a licence. 

 
7.0 Reputation 
 
7.1 The Committee must balance the rights of the individual against the needs of public safety and the 

potential risk to the Council’s reputation if it should transpire that the wrong decision has been taken.  
Although there is a slight risk to the Council’s reputation should the Committee decide not to issue a 
licence for a particular vehicle the risk is considerably larger if the Committee decides to allow an 
unsuitable vehicle to have a licence which is subsequently proven not to be safe and proper. 

 
8.0 Consultations 
 
8.1 Matter considered and no issues identified 
 
9.0 Risk Assessment 
 
9.1 Financial - The only consequences identified are those associated with the defence of an appeal, or 

a judicial review, if an applicant were to pursue an application through the courts following a decision 
by this committee that the applicant regarded as unsound. 

 
10.0 Health & Safety Issues 
 
10.1 Matter considered within the report. 
 
11.0 Procurement Strategy 
 
11.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
12.0 Partnership Working 
 
12.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 



Appendix A 
 
Assessment of Risks: 
Report into the use of rear access vehicles for Hackney Carriage: 
By Senior Corporate Safety Officer 
 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this report is to identify the risks associated with the use of rear loading 
disabled taxis potentially being used for Hackney Carriage hire within the Borough of 
Worthing.  
 
Definition:Hackney Carriages can be 'flagged down' off the street or from a taxi rank. 
Private Hire Vehicles must be pre-booked through an operator and does not use the taxi 
rank system.  Rear access vehicles can be used for private hire and are not within the 
scope of this report. 
 
Background: 
At present, side loading disabled taxis are used for Hackney Carriage within the Worthing 
Borough. A member of the public has raised the issue of allowing rear access disabled 
vehicles to be used on the Taxi Ranks. Corporate Safety has been asked to assess the 
risks of using rear access Hackney Carriages on the Worthing Taxi Rank sites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 1: Example of rear 
loading vehicle 

 
 
 
Worthing Taxi sites description: 
This report relates to the following Taxi Ranks situated within Worthing Borough:- 

 Chapel Road, allocated space for 13 taxis situated in three parts on the east side of 
Chapel Road 

 Worthing station, allocated space for 15 taxis situated on the north side of Railway 
Approach to the east of Worthing Station. 

 West Worthing station, allocated space for 4 taxis, situated on the north side of 
Tarring Road, outside the entrance to West Worthing station in the lay-by. 

 Montague Place, allocated space for 6 taxis. 

 Marine Parade, allocated space for 3 taxis, east of the pier but only between 22:00 
hours and 03:00 each day. 

 Marine Parade set down and pick up point for taxis at rear of Marks and Spencer 
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Assessment of risks: 
Persons at risk include: 

 Taxi Drivers 

 Passengers including 

o Wheelchair passengers: Note that there are many different designs of 
wheelchairs with varying dimensions suitable for people with different 
disabilities, or degrees of disability and a vehicle which is accessible for one 
such design may not be suitable for others.  

o Other passengers including those with visual, audible and mobility limitations 

 Other vehicle users 

 Members of the public 

 
Objective: 
There are over 750,000 wheelchair users in the UK. It is recognised that the Council’s 
objective should be to minimise risks to passengers, users and transport staff whilst using 
the Council’s facilities. As such, the following assessment of risks related to using the Taxi 
Ranks has been undertaken.  
 
Risks identified: 
Site specific - Loading space required: 
Rear loading vehicles require an additional 3 metres spacein order to manoeuvre a 
wheelchair user into the vehicle using a rear loading ramp. This will have an impact at 
some taxi ranks where space is at a premium.  

 Chapel Road – There is usually a space ahead of the premier place where the first 
taxi can pull ahead in order to make space for the rear ramp to be erected and 
access gained. However, this will mean that whist the passenger is being assisted 
at the rear of the Taxi, taxis in position 2 potentially could be pulling out with other 
passengers. In addition, this is a bus route and the space ahead of the premier 
position is often occupied by police or fire service vehicles. The taxi rank is on the 
edge of two pedestrian precinct areas resulting in a large number of people seeking 
to cross the road on foot near the taxi rank. 

 Worthing Station – This taxi rank is both straight and long. Potentially, there is 
space for rear access disabled taxis. 

 Montague Street – due to the turning circle of the road and the use of the road by 
delivery vehicles, it is felt that this road is too busy to accommodate vehicles that 
may need to manoeuvre in order to acquire additional room for rear access. The 
taxi rank is on the edge of the pedestrian precinct area. 

 
If the vehicles require manoeuvring, and in particular if there were a need to reverse 
vehicles in order to accommodate the extra space at the rear of the taxi, there is the 



potential for accidents to occur to other members of the public including children and 
persons with visual or audible impairments. The risk of reversing vehicles injuring 
members of the public would increase in poor weather conditions or after the hours of 
darkness when visibility is limited. 
 
 
 
Side access / rear access disabled taxis: 
 
It is recognised that disabilities vary widely and that personal preferences will influence 
how a person wishes to use the various services provided. However, looking at the risks 
involved, it is preferable for a passenger to gain access to a taxi from the kerb of a taxi 
rank rather than the road. 
A side loading vehicle requires the driver to retrieve the ramp, possibly from the rear of the 
vehicle, and then attach it to the fixing points at the side door.  The example below only 
has ramp access from the left-hand side of the vehicle; however, in the event of an 
accident there is a right-hand door that could be utilised in an emergency. 
In the event of an accident, a rear access vehicle only has the one means of access / 
egress from the vehicle, whereas, side loaded vehicles have two doors. If the rear of a 
vehicle is damaged it may prove difficult to assist a disabled passenger from the damaged 
vehicle. 
 
 
 

 
 
Photographs 2 & 3: Ramp being removed from the rear of the vehicle by the driver and placed in position for side loading 

access from the kerb: 

Licensing and Control Committee A  Agenda item 5 
CommitteeDate 
 



Licensing and Control Committee A  Agenda item 5 
CommitteeDate 
 

                                           

 
Gradient of ramp from kerb1: 
From the above photographs, it can be shown that the gradient of the ramp increases 
where a kerb is not used.A pavement or kerb tends to be 15cms / 6” higher so reduces the 
gradient of the ramp.  
This has an effect on the manual handling requirements for the driver assisting the 
passenger and also the comfort and security of the passenger. Drivers may injure 
themselves or their passenger by trying to help disabled passengers inexpertly. Assisting a 
disabled person may require particularskills in lifting or supporting that person to ensure 
that both the driver and thepassenger avoid injury. 
 
Securing the passenger: 
Having assisted the passenger into the vehicle, the driver will then need to ensure that the 
passenger and wheelchair are safely secured. This needs to be completed safely and with 
the cooperation of the passenger. 
Any ramps used will need to be removed and stored away prior to the journey 
commencing. 
The additional time taken to complete these tasks satisfactorily will be several minutes 
working either to the side or the rear of the vehicle. The driver’s safety is increased by 
reducing the time that the driver is working in the road at the rear of the vehicle. 
 
External Bodies: 
The National Taxi Association supported by a number of disabled persons groups have 
written to licensing authorities asking them to prohibit the use of hackney carriages which 
are adapted for disabled passengers, where the wheelchair is loaded only from the rear 
rather than the side of the vehicle. The argument for this approach is that the wheelchair 
user has to be on the road during loading and unloading and is therefore exposed to risk 
from traffic. This is seen as being particularly relevant for Hackney Carriages, which of 
necessity; operate from side loading hackney carriage stands. 
It is arguable that different accessibility considerations should apply as between hackney 
carriage and private hire vehicles in that customers dealing directly with the driver can hire 
hackney carriages on the spot, whereas private hire vehicles can only be booked through 
an operator. It is considered particularly important that a disabled person should be able to 
hire a hackney carriage on the spot with the minimum of delay or inconvenience and 
having accessible hackney carriage vehicles helps make that possible. 
 
Attached as appendix 2-5 is information regarding this issue from:- 

 RADAR, the disability network 

 SIA, Spinal Injuries Association 

 SATA, Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance 

 MDA, Medical Devices Agency 

kindly provided by the (NTA) National Taxi Association. 
 
 
 

 
1 The Determination of Accessible Taxi Requirements undertaken by Mobility and Inclusion Unit, Department 
of Transport, June 2004 
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Conclusions: 
It is difficult to be too specific in this report as there are many variables regarding the types 
of vehicles being used, the various means of access and egress, the considerations of 
transport safety within the vehicle, skills and physical ability of the driver and the wide 
spectrum of disabilities that need to be catered for.  
Disabilities requiring wheelchair assistance vary from an individual who would prefer to sit 
in a salon car with the wheelchair folded up, through to passengers who are seated on 
their wheelchair during the journey and finally motorised chairs. The taxi driver is obliged 
to assist with loading the wheelchair and occupant to the best of his or her ability. At this 
point the taxi driver secures the passenger using a variety of seat belts. It should be noted 
that there could be a complex assortment of manufacturer’s instructions for different 
wheelchairs and vehicles. The driver needs to ensure that he has secured the wheelchair 
and passenger satisfactorily before proceeding on his journey. 
 
Recommendations: 
It is recommended thatin the case of Hackney vehicles that are adapted for disabled 
passengers that wheelchair access should be from the side rather than the rear of the 
vehicle.  
 
The basis for this conclusion is:- 

1. To reduce vehicle movements and in particular the need to reverse vehicles 
whilst on the Taxi Ranks to provide additional room for rear access taxis. 

2. To reduce the amount of time that a taxi driver is working in the road at the 
rear of the vehicle 

3. To reduce the time that a passenger is in the road accessing the vehicle. 

4. To increase the likelihood of alternative means of escape for passengers 
from a damaged vehicle 

Case Law: 
Hartlepool, 2005 – The operator of a dial-a-ride service was prosecuted for negligence 
following a fatal incident where the passenger sustained fatal head injuries in a fall from 
rear tail lift of a welfare bus. 
A 14 year old girl was tragically killed in Birmingham in 2009 after their wheelchair tipped 
over after being loaded incorrectly. 
Staffordshire County Council were fined £83,000 and costs in 2008 after a 90 year old 
woman was fatally injured when her wheelchair rolled off the back of a minibus 
 
 
It should be noted that there is currently a Law Commission Green Paper - Reforming the 
law of taxi and private hire services. 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/docs/cp203 taxi-and-private-hire-
services summary.pdf 
A final report with a draft Bill will be published in November 2013. It willbe for Parliament to 
decide whether any elements of the proposals will be made into law. 
 
 
L. Dexter 
Date: 7th January 2013 



 
 
Risk assessment Report Appendix 1 - Photographs: 
 

Worthing Station: Good disabled access from the station 
to the taxi rank. The photograph below was taken at 10am 
shows approximately eight taxis queuing. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chapel Road, Worthing 
Short taxi rank on a bus route adjacent to a pedestrian area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Montague Street, Worthing: 
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The curve of the road and confined space makes this taxi rank unsuitable for consideration 
for rear access disabled taxi vehicles. 
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Risk assessment Report Appendix 2 – RADAR 
Policy
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Risk assessment Report Appendix 3 – SIA Taxi Charter 
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Risk assessment Report Appendix 4 – SATA Policy outline   
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Appendix B1 
 
From: Simon Guilliatt [simon.guilliatt@alliedvehicles.co.uk] 
Sent: 12 February 2013 11:51 
To: Simon Jones 
Subject: Peugeot Premier ECWVTA M1 Certificate 
 
Attachments: Horizon & Premier (Tepee) Approval Certificate e8_2007_46_0005_00 (1).pdf; Premier_Cab 
Direct_Web.pdf 

Hello Simon  

As promised i have attached a copy of the Peugeot Premier's M1 ECWVTA Certificate,  all 
passenger vehicles in the the UK have to have one of these certificates when they leave the 
factory,  as we convert this vehicle to a wheelchair access vehicle we then need to have it re 
tested ie:- seating, wheelchair ramp, seatbelt anchorages etc.The M1 certificate covers all of 
this.  

Here are a couple of links to explain in more detail:-  

www.dft.gov.uk/vca/vehicletype/faqs-for-
ecwvta.asphttp://www.bing.com/search?q=ecwvta&src=IE-SearchBox&Form=IE8SRC 

 www.doeni.gov.uk/roadsafety/index/policy development/policy ecwvta.htm 

The M1 certificate is the highest level of certification of vehicles on the road in Europe today,  
the Peugeot Premier/Horizon (Mobility) conversion is the most popular rear wheelchair access 
vehicle on the Uk's roads today,  we supply the motability scheme with approx 200 of these 
vehicles a month and have done since 2010. It is also passed as a Hackney taxi in places such as 
Brighton, Cardiff, Bristol, Leeds, Bradford, Slough, Hull, North Norfolk, Louth, Wisbech, March, 
Bedford, Leamington Spa, Stratford Upon Avon, Nuneaton, Windsor and Maidenhead, Daventry 
and Rugby to name just a few. 

Due to the rear floor being lower than standard the ramp angle is much less than previous rear 
access vehicles and it also means that the ramp only sticks out from the rear of the vehicle by 
just 1 meter.  Also the wheelchair passenger is secured by a 4 point system as opposed to a 2 
point system in a side access vehicle.   

Simon Guilliatt 
Market Development Manager 
Allied Vehicles 
230 Balmore Road 
Glasgow 
G22 6LJ 
 
T: 0141 336 1151 
M: 07875565282 
 
www.timeforchoice.co.uk 
www.alliedmobility.com 
www.cabdirect.com 
www.alliedelectric.co.uk 
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70/156/EEC (the old Framework Directive) is repealed with effect from 29/4/09. The first 
stages of application start to work in 2009, with voluntary whole vehicle approvals being 
available for all types of vehicle at that time.   Mandatory Approval will follow over the next 
few years, starting with buses and coaches (on the same date in 2009), with Whole 
Vehicle Approval for trailers bringing up the rear in 2013.   The table from Annex 19 of the 
Directive explains in full: 

Why do I need ECWVTA? 

If you are planning to make or import vehicles for sale in the UK or any other member 
state, you must have the relevant approval. Without it, vehicles cannot use the roads. In 
other words no approval, no sale! 

What are the benefits to me of ECWVTA? 

A key objective of ECWVTA is the harmonisation of the European market. No member 
state can refuse to register or permit the sale and entry into service of new vehicles (on the 
grounds of construction) if they are accompanied by a valid certificate of conformity (COC). 

A certificate of conformity is, in effect, a statement by the manufacturer that the vehicle 
conforms to the relevant EC type-approval. Member states cannot refuse to register 
vehicles for use on their roads if they comply with a properly issued type-approval. 

Why do I need to think about ECWVTA Now? 

ECWVTA may affect your design, manufacturing and administrative processes. 

What do I need for Whole Vehicle Type Approval? 

To achieve type-approval for a new vehicle you will need to: 

 Consider the design and construction of your vehicle to ensure that all the relevant components comply; 
these are listed in the Directive.  

 Make certain you are working from the most up-to-date version of the Directive as it is revised from time to 
time to include new standards  

 Apply for type-approval. This requires:  
o A thorough examination of your pre-production vehicles (including some destructive testing where 

appropriate) to ensure that the vehicle meets rigorous safety and environment standards - not a 
quick or cheap process.  

o Your production process to be subjected to a Conformity of Production Assessment. You will 
need to provide detailed documentation of the production process to demonstrate that all vehicles 
of the same type manufactured following the process will conform to the type approved 
specification.  

Once type-approval has been awarded you, as the manufacturer, will be solely responsible 
for ensuring the conformity of production (COP) for the period for which the approval is 
valid. You will then be able to issue a Certificate of Conformity for each vehicle of that type 
that you produce. 

Ensuring Continuous Conformity 

After approval has been given, the UK automotive approval authority must verify that the 
production arrangements of the manufacturer continue to be adequate. Verification must 
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be carried out in accordance with certain procedures set out in the directive, and where 
appropriate, with the specific provisions of the separate directives. 

Impact on Resources and Business Processes 

To meet the new challenges presented by ECWVTA you may need to review your staff 
and financial resources to determine whether you need to bring in additional skills and how 
much more compliance may cost. 

What if I only sell in the UK? 

The UK Government realises that there is a significant number of small to medium 
businesses throughout the UK that build vehicles in small volumes or on an individual 
basis that are not for export to the European market and therefore the wider market 
benefits of ECWVTA do not apply. In addition, a number of national manufactures do not 
produce sufficient volumes of vehicles to make it cost effective to adopt ECWVTA if it were 
the only option. The Government has therefore agreed in principle that there should be 
national schemes for small series type approval (SSTA), which has a limit on the number 
of vehicles of a type that can be sold each year, and individual vehicle approval (IVA). 

The national schemes maintain the same technical standards as defined in the Directive, 
but aim to keep the cost of compliance affordable. This will be achieved by having a less 
onerous approach to proof of compliance and documentation management and where 
appropriate proposing alternative technical requirements. 

A vehicle that meets UK national approval will not automatically be accepted for sale 
elsewhere in Europe. You will have to apply to the type-approval authority in the relevant 
member state, and they will decide whether the type-approval meets their national 
requirements. 

Do I have a say in how the national schemes are developed? 

Yes. The DfT will be going out to statutory consultation and this will give you an 
opportunity to comment on the proposals for the national schemes. Details of when the 
consultation will take place will be posted on the DfT web site (www.dft.gov.uk). 
Alternatively you can register your interest in taking part by e-mailing your contact details 
to ecwvtaconsult@dft.gsi.gov.uk . 



Appendix B3 

Peugeot Premier's M1 ECWVTA Certificate 
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Appendix C  
Estimate for an Equalities Impact Assessment Survey 
 
From:   
Sent: 14 March 2013 15:04 
To: Teresa Bowley 
Subject: Ballpark cost for survey  
 
Hi Teresa 
  
I’ve had a look and would advise that around £12,000 (exc VAT) would be a reasonable budget for a survey 
of disabled people on their use/non‐use of taxis in Worthing and Adur.  This assumes a model very similar 
to our current Northern Ireland work: 
  

        The survey questionnaire would be very similar to that being used in our Northern Ireland survey of 
disabled people (so questionnaire design would be minimised). 

       Questionnaires would be mailed to 1,000 disabled residents, identified through your existing 
records (eg. blue badge records, concessionary travel pass records etc). 

        This would be supplemented by an online web survey, with your Access Group publicising the 
online survey site through various disabled peoples’ groups and encouraging participation through 
appropriate publicity. 

       Inclusion of a modest prize draw incentive to encourage responses.  

       We would analyse and report on all responses received through the mail, online and over the 
phone (some respondents prefer this because of their disabilities). 

  
We would hope to get 300‐400 responses through the above approach, which is probably the minimum 
you’d want. 
  
The above budget includes all printing and postage costs, which are not insignificant.  Obviously if the 
printing and posting‐out was done in‐house by the Council, that would minimise the cost.    
  
Feel free to come back to me if you have any questions (either before or after your Committee report).     
   
Best wishes 
Nick 
  
Dr Nick Ayland 
Director 
Integrated Transport Planning Ltd 
32a Stoney Street 
The Lace Market 
Nottingham NG1 1LL 
  
T:  0115 988 6905 
M: 07900 491891 
E: ayland@itpworld.net 
I:   www.itpworld.net 
  
Offices in Nottingham ‐ Milton Keynes ‐ Birmingham 
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From: Stephen Barwick  
Sent: 14 March 2013 10:17 
To: Teresa Bowley 
Subject:Fwd: Rear loading wheelchairs 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Stephen Barwick  
Date: 13 March 2013 19:26:30 GMT 
To:  
Subject:Rear loading wheelchairs 

To Teresa Bowley 
Adur & Worthing Hackney Officer. 
 
I write to you on behalf of Worthing Taxi Association with Reference to the application to 
allow rear loading wheelchair vehicles. Our view remains that they should not be allowed 
on the Taxi Ranks of Worthing.  
 
1. These vehicles are perfect for Private Hire where there are plenty of safe places to load 
the passenger or passengers. 
 
2. There is not a safe place to load a passenger into a rear loading wheelchair vehicle on 
the Worthing Taxi Ranks as you need a 2 metre loading space at the rear of the vehicle 
and with a rear loading WAV it must be taken into consideration there is a chance of 
someone or something running into the back of them causing passenger and driver to be 
maimed. 
 
3. When a Hackney Carriage vehicle is plying for hire on a taxi rank it must be ready to 
take the passengers and their luggage, if they have any, and store it in a safe place in 
case of an accident. This particular vehicle, if a wheelchair passenger is being carried, has 
no safe place to store luggage and if there was a accident the luggage or shopping would 
go flying possibly causing damage or injury to passengers and/or driver. 
 
4. These rear loading WAVs are not suitable for a wheelchair passenger accompanied by 
an ‘assistance’ dog as there is nowhere for the dog to sit safely. Do you leave the dog 
behind? 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Steve Barwick 
For the Worthing Taxi Association. 
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